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Congleton Town Council 
Congleton Town Hall
High Street
Congleton
Cheshire
CW12 1BN

Friday, 25 February 2026


Peak Cluster Phase 1 Consultation

Congleton Town Council supports, in principle, projects that contribute to meaningful and measurable reductions in carbon dioxide emissions and the transition to a low-carbon economy. 
However, any infrastructure associated with such objectives must comply fully with national planning policy and environmental legislation, particularly where it affects sensitive rural and Green Belt locations such as Timbersbrook.
Any route affecting Green Belt land must clearly demonstrate that impacts are minimised and that no reasonable alternatives exist.
The project must deliver at least a 10% measurable biodiversity net gain. We seek clarity on:

1. How is temporary habitat loss during construction accounted for?
1. Where net gain will be delivered, will this be local to Timbersbrook?
1. How will long-term monitoring and enforcement be secured?

The Timbersbrook area contains hedgerows, woodland and watercourses which may support protected species. Congleton Town Council has commented on the scoping document for the Ecological Impact Assessment.










Key Concerns for the Timbersbrook Section
1. Potential impact on Green Belt openness and rural landscape character.
1. Disturbance of established hedgerows, soils, watercourses and associated habitats during trenching operations (corridors reportedly ~30m wide).
1. Uncertainty regarding the effectiveness and enforceability of land restoration and biodiversity enhancement commitments.

In light of the above, Congleton Town Council requests that a dedicated, in-person community consultation event be held locally to ensure that residents have a meaningful 
opportunity to provide input and concerns. Particular attention should be given to the potential impact on The Cloud vista, which is an important and valued local viewpoint, and where there may be significant visual and environmental disruption during the construction phase.
Congleton Town Council would like to see firm commitments to the use of trenchless construction techniques beneath watercourses and ecologically sensitive areas where possible, and require Biodiversity Net Gain delivery within, or directly benefiting, the local area, supported by robust long-term monitoring and compliance arrangements.
If you require clarification about any of the issued raised in this response, please do not hesitate to contact me on cathy.dean@congleton-tc.gov.uk or tel 01260 270350 ext 7 

Yours sincerely 
Cathy Dean
Communities Manager, Congleton Town Council On behalf of Congleton Town Council’s Planning Committee. 
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