CONGLETON TOWN COUNCIL

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND UPDATES

COMMITTEE:

Council

MEETING DATE
AND TIME

12 March 2026 LOCATION Congleton Town Hall
7 pm

REPORT FROM

Cathy Dean — Communities Manager

AGENDA ITEM
REPORT TITLE

10
Speed Indication Device

Background

Road Safety is a Cheshire East function, and speeding is a criminal offence dealt with
by the Police, but Cheshire East Council no longer provides Speed Indicator Devices
(SIDs), as this responsibility has now been passed to Town and Parish Councils

CTC/38/2526 — Council 23rd October 2025 agreed to purchase a SID for £3052.74,
which includes a 24-month 4G contract from Ear Marked Reserve 324 Crime
Prevention/Traffic Calming.

The SID was installed on Manchester Road on an existing pole via Streetscape on the
18th November 2025, with an expectation to move the SID to two new poles on
Newcastle Road once installed.

Data from January: maximum speed recorded was 71mph, average speed was
25mph. Data from February: maximum speed recorded 57mph, average speed was
25mph.

Summary

A resident has written to Congleton Town Council to raise concerns about speeding
cars on Macclesfield Road. At the Community Committee meeting on 29" January,
this stretch of road was discussed and the committee voted to:

CO0/38/2526

1. To make a formal request to the Cheshire East Road Safety Team to assess
Macclesfield Road for the location of a SID. (ClIr Hall stated that her ward budget
could be used for the costs of pole installation if required.)

2. Recommend the purchase of a second solar-powered Speed Indicator Device (SID)
with data-logging capability, within a budget of £3500 to the Council.

Cheshire East stated that on this stretch of road in recent years, “the 30mph speed
limit along this section of road has been extended further east, and additional
repeater signs and SLOW markings have been installed.”

Cheshire East Highways has surveyed the road and confirmed a SID post to be
proposed on Macclesfield Road, opposite Dobson Way, on the grass verge for
southwest-bound traffic entering the 30mph area.
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However, unless the tall hedge and trees adjacent to the proposed post location are
lowered to 2m in height, the solar panel powering the proposed SID will be shaded
and will not work. Rechargeable batteries could instead be used to power the
proposed SID, but this will require visits to remove the SID batteries, recharge them
and reinstall them.

Eaton Bank school co-operation will need to be sought to approve the pruning of
trees and bushes.

Concerns have also recently been raised regarding speeding cars on Canal Street.
Depending on the placement of poles, a second device will give the Town Council
greater flexibility to monitor more roads in the town.

Financial
Implications

The capital cost to purchase a SID would be between £3500-£4500, with ongoing
costs of data, installation and licensing depending on relocation of the device.

Environmental

Solar-powered models are ideal for the environment. They minimise maintenance

Implications and keep operating costs low.

Equality and The product is aimed at reducing speeds, which has positive benefits for all sectors of

Diversity our community, but especially for pedestrians and cyclists. Eaton Bank Academy is in
the immediate vicinity of Macclesfield Road, with many students having to cross this
stretch of road.

Decision Approve the purchase of a second solar-powered Speed Indicator Device (SID) with

Requested data-logging capability, within a budget of £3500. Instruct officers to source 3 quotes

to ensure the best value.




